
Texas Bicycle Laws 

These "rules of the road" are based on Texas Transportation Code statutes. Find the complete 
bicycle code at the bottom of the page 

Bicyclists have the rights and duties of other vehicle operators: (551.101) 

Yes, this means you have to stop at stop signs and red lights, but cars are required to yield right-
of-way to a bicycle when appropriate, just as to any other vehicle. 

Ride near the curb and go in the same direction as other traffic: (551.103) 

Near the curb is subjective (we recommend leaving a cushion of about three feet) but the law 
gives a cyclist the right to take the lane when necessary for safety. 

At least one hand on the handlebars (two are safer): (551.102c) 

One when signaling but two when turning works well. 

Use hand and arm signals: (545.107) 

Point the way you are going, let the other operators know what you want to do. 

One rider per saddle: (551.102a) 

Don't let your friends share your bike while riding unless you're both on a tandem. 

You may ride two abreast as long as you don't impede traffic: (551.103c) 

Racing and taking the lane are special cases. 

Must have a white light on the front and a red reflector or red light on the rear (for riding at 
night): (551.104b) 

The light is primarily so people can see you coming from the side, where their headlights do not 
shine on your reflectors. The law, effective as of Sept. 2001, states that a red light can replace a 
red reflector. 

Brakes capable of making the braked wheel skid: (551.104a) 

Don't test that front brake to see if the wheel will skid while riding, especially down hill. 

551.103. Operation on Roadway 



(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), a person operating a bicycle on a roadway who is 
moving slower than the other traffic on the roadway shall ride as near as practicable to the right 
curb or edge of the roadway, unless: 

(1) the person is passing another vehicle moving in the same direction; 

(2) the person is preparing to turn left at an intersection or onto a private road or driveway; 

(3) a condition on or of the roadway, including a fixed or moving object, parked or moving 
vehicle, pedestrian, animal, or surface hazard prevents the person from safely riding next to the 
right curb or edge of the roadway; or 

(4) the person is operating a bicycle in an outside lane that is: 

(A) less than 14 feet in width and does not have a designated bicycle lane adjacent to that lane; 
or 

(B) too narrow for a bicycle and a motor vehicle to safely travel side by side. 

(b) A person operating a bicycle on a one-way roadway with two or more marked traffic lanes 
may ride as near as practicable to the left curb or edge of the roadway. 

(c) Persons operating bicycles on a roadway may ride two abreast. Persons riding two abreast on 
a laned roadway shall ride in a single lane. Persons riding two abreast may not impede the 
normal and reasonable flow of traffic on the roadway. Persons may not ride more than two 
abreast unless they are riding on a part of a roadway set aside for the exclusive operation of 
bicycles 

New Mexico Laws: 

§ 8-3-3-12 MOTORIST TURNING ACROSS BICYCLE LANE.  

(A) Whenever a motorist is turning across a bicycle lane or path, such motorist shall maintain a 
proper lookout for bicyclists and shall yield the right-of-way to any bicyclist traveling in a 
bicycle lane or path and, prior to turning right, shall merge, if practicable, into the bicycle lane to 
his right, if any, before the start of the turning movement. 

(B) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to relieve the motorist of duties imposed by § 8-2-2-
2, in particular, but not limited to, § 8-2-2-2(A)(1), (B)(1) and (E)(1). 

('74 Code, § 9-5-16.12) (Ord. 65-1974; Am. Ord. 19-2007; Am. Ord. 37-2008) 

§ 8-3-3-13 DRIVING VEHICLE ON OR ACROSS BICYCLE LANE OR PATH.  

No person shall drive or operate a motor vehicle upon or across a bicycle path or lane except to 
cross such path or lane when turning as permitted in § 8-3-3-12, to park such vehicle, or to leave 



a parking space. No person shall drive upon or across a bicycle lane or path as permitted by this 
section except after giving the right-of-way to all bicycles within the lane or path. 

('74 Code, § 9-5-16.13) (Ord. 65-1974; Am. Ord. 19-2007; Am. Ord. 37-2008) 

§ 8-3-3-14 TRAVELING IN GROUPS.  

Persons riding bicycles on a roadway shall not ride more than two abreast except on paths or 
parts of roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles where more than two abreast may 
ride in safety and traffic is not impeded. When riding more than two abreast is permitted on a 
roadway, the bicyclist shall ride within a single lane. 

('74 Code, § 9-5-16.15) (Ord. 65-1974; Am. Ord. 19-2007; Am. Ord. 37-2008) 

8-3-3-10 DUTY OF MOTORIST TO BICYCLIST.  

(A) In approaching or passing a person on a bicycle, every person operating a motor vehicle shall 
proceed with caution and shall pass such bicyclist at a reasonable speed and keep a safe distance 
from him; provided however, in no event shall a distance of less than five feet be considered a 
safe distance within the meaning of this division. 

(B) No person operating a motor vehicle shall harass or endanger a bicyclist. 

('74 Code, § 9-5-16.11) (Ord. 65-1974; Am. Ord. 19-2007; Am. Ord. 37-2008) 

A) If the right hand vehicle lane available for traffic is wide enough to be safely shared with 
overtaking vehicles and no bike lane is present, a bicycle shall be ridden far enough to the right 
in said lane to facilitate such overtaking movements unless other conditions make it unsafe to do 
so. 

(B) Exceptions to driving bicycles on the right: 

(1) When and where road hazards exist. 

(2) To overtake vehicles making right-hand turns at intersections. 

(3) Bicycle may move out of their lane to overtake and pass another vehicle/bicycle. 

(4) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection, when making a U-turn or turning into a 
private road or driveway. 

(5) Upon a one-way road with two or more marked traffic lanes the bicyclist may ride in the 
center of the most left hand lane for a reasonable distance to complete a left hand turn. 

(6) If the right-hand vehicle lane available for traffic is not wide enough to be safely shared with 
overtaking vehicles or if passing is otherwise unsafe, a bicycle may be ridden far enough to the 



left to temporarily control the lane. Bicyclist must move to the right to allow vehicles to overtake 
at the earliest and safest location. At no point is a bicyclist required to ride within less than three 
feet of any objects or curb on the right. 

(Ord. 37-2008) 

§ 8-3-3-4 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS APPLY.  

(A) Operators of bicycles have the same rights as operators of automobiles in the use of streets, 
highways and roadways within the city, except as otherwise specifically provided herein. 

 

§ 8-3-3-14 TRAVELING IN GROUPS.  

Persons riding bicycles on a roadway shall not ride more than two abreast except on paths or 
parts of roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles where more than two abreast may 
ride in safety and traffic is not impeded. When riding more than two abreast is permitted on a 
roadway, the bicyclist shall ride within a single lane. 

('74 Code, § 9-5-16.15) (Ord. 65-1974; Am. Ord. 19-2007; Am. Ord. 37-2008) 

§ 8-3-3-16 BICYCLE SPEED.  

No person shall operate a bicycle at a speed either greater than the lawful speed limit or than is 
reasonable and prudent under the conditions then existing, whichever is the lesser. 

('74 Code, § 9-5-16.17) (Ord. 65-1974; Am. Ord. 19-2007; Am. Ord. 37-2008) 

66-3-701. Bicycles; effect of regulations.  

A. It is a misdemeanor for any person to do any act forbidden, or fail to perform any act required 
by Sections 66-3-701 through 66-3-707 NMSA 1978. 

 

66-3-704. Clinging to vehicles.  

No person riding upon any bicycle, coaster, roller skates, sled or toy vehicle shall attach the same 
or himself to any vehicle upon a roadway. 

 



Stopping at a light  

Notes: 

 If there is not room to move towards the intersection stop as if you were a vehicle within 
traffic. 

 Try to stay towards the right side of the lane, but not in a lane designated for right turns. 

Stopping behind a car signaling for a right turn

 



Notes: 

 In this scenario you are part of the traffic flow. 
 Do not pass the vehicle on the right. 
 If they are stuck waiting for pedestrians after the light has changed, utilize the diagram 

discussed later on as an outline for how to pass. 

Safest Route When Passing A Vehicle That Is 
Stalled Or Making A Right Turn 

Sometimes cars making a right turn will get stuck waiting for pedestrians to cross. The following 
diagram gives you the best route to pass the halted vehicle. Do not pass them on the right. 

 

 Before executing this maneuver you must follow the left-lane change procedure. 
 To minimize danger try to stay out of the door-prize area incase the vehicle is just stalled. 

 riding.  

 

Alternative Turning Method 

There are times when you'll find traffic is far too heavy or the average speed is much higher than 
you are comfortable with merging into. When you cannot safely make it into a lane to turn from 
it is suggested that you proceed with the following pathway:  



 

 Slow and pull over to the right curb as allowed. 
 Make sure that the crosswalk signal is indicating it is safe to cross.  
 Either dismount or ride your bike across the street. 
 Reposition yourself in the lane that is furthest to the right (not the turn lane). 
 Make sure you've backed up behind the crosswalk. 
 Wait for the signal to change and be on your way as you normally would. 

Depending on your state you may have to dismount while in the crosswalk.  

 

Making Left Turns At Major Intersections 

There are a few key features to keep you safe while making a left turn at a stoplight. I’m going to 
highlight the paths that I find safest during times of normal and high traffic congestion. 

Important things to remember: 

1. Always utilize the designated left turn lane that is closest to your normal route of cycling. 
Ideally you want to have the largest legal turning path when executing a turn. 

2. Watch and be aware of any oncoming cars making a right turn, they may not be paying 
attention to anything smaller than a Civic. 

3. If the arrow is red DO NOT BLOW THE LIGHT. You are a vehicle on the road and need 
to obey all lights and signs as well; failing to do so is illegal, puts you in danger, and 
makes the rest of the cycling community look bad. 

4. During times of heavy congestion or when the average speed of a road is much higher 
than you feel safe merging into, utilize the alternative left-turn. Many states require you 
to dismount your bike and walk with it inside a crosswalk, however you can reposition 
yourself on the right side of the traffic flow and wait for the light to change. 

 



Two or more turn lanes 

 

Once the light turns green: 

 Signal to those behind around you that you're making a left turn. 
 Make your way out into the intersection and keep an eye on opposing traffic, take note of 

any cars that may be turning right. 
 Finish the turn into the proper lane. 
 Look towards your right, signal, and merge as far over as needed to resume normal 

riding.  

 
 


